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A warm welcome to all our children and families and we hope that you all had a good summer. 

Thank you for all your gifts and kind words that you shared with us at the end of the summer term 

and we look forward to working with our new families. 

KEYPERSON 

Many families will know about the Key person system that we operate at Ferring Funtime. It is not new and has 

indeed been around for hundreds of years!  

We know that children thrive from a base of loving and secure relationships and this is normally provided by 

parents, but it can also be provided by a Keyperson. A Keyperson is a member of staff with responsibility for a 

small group of children to help these children feel safe and cared for. 

The role is an important one and is an approach set out in the Early Years Foundation Stage. It involves the 

Keyperson in responding sensitively to children’s feelings, behaviour’s and emotions. Keypeople also work with 

families in exchanging information and giving feedback. Our Keypeople are accessible and available as a point of 

contact for parents. The Manager is also available at each session to discuss any concerns families may have. 

 

CHILDREN’S CLOTHING 

As the weather gets cooler and children bring in coats, please can we ask that you name the clothing as children do 

not always recognise their own coats. 

 

SCHOOL VISIT 

If you have a child that will be starting school next year you may be interested to know that Ferring C of E school 

are holding a number of open days. You can call the school to arrange a visit and the dates are:- 

Thursday 27 Sept 9.30 

Monday 1 Oct 2.30 

Wednesday 10 Oct 2.30 

Tuesday 30 Oct 9.30 

Friday 9 Nov 9.30 

 

FIRE DRILL 

Our children have taken part in a Fire Drill this week and 

we will continue this practice until all the children become 

familiar with this process. We teach the children what to 

expect during a fire drill without panicking them. Fire drills 

are an important safety practice and a legal requirement.  

 

 

 



EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE 

When your child comes to Ferring Funtime we give you a copy of A Parent’s Guide to the EYFS. This tells you all 

about the curriculum that we follow in Early Years. We also give you information in our Newsletter about the 

children’s activities and how they relate to the EYFS. 

 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES 

To provide high quality experiences for our children we aim to provide a balance of adult directed activities and 

child- initiated activities. Over the summer holidays we have rearranged our learning environment and defined more 

workshop areas for the children. 

 

BLOCK AREA 

Our Block area contains several sets of Blocks and 

Construction Toys. Blocks have been around a long 

time and are important in a child’s education. They 

help develop spatial awareness, are comfortable for 

young children to hold and manipulate and there is no 

right or wrong way to build. Blocks are an open- 

ended activity and encourage children to be creative. 

Children can learn about shape, pattern, numbers, 

problem solving and how to play collaboratively in a 

small group. 

As a context for Learning 

and Development in the Early Years Foundation Stage, ‘block play’ enables 

children’s PERSONAL SOCIAL and EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT, by 

providing opportunities for making independent choices and collaborating with 

others. Children develop COMMUNICATION and LANGUAGE as they share ideas about what they want to do 

and use language to describe size and position. ‘Block play’ supports the development of MATHEMATICS, by 

providing opportunities to count for a purpose and use language for quantity and size and to use mathematical 

language to describe shapes. It supports PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT and encourages children to develop Gross 

Motor Skills and CREATIVITY allowing them to make different structures, explore ideas and use their 

imagination.    

 

MARK MAKING 

Mark Making in Early Years is more than just a scribble and it does not just mean 

using paper and pencil. It is a sensory experience.  We provide the children with 

different media crayons, chalk, paint, twigs, leaves, sand, feathers, string, vegetables 

and fruit to create pictures. We then ask the children to “Tell me about your picture”, 

this promotes children’s SPEECH and LANGUAGE and produces some wonderful 

stories. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTINGS 

During the last two weeks we have been 

taking the children in small groups to 

enjoy the Ilex Walk. The Ilex is a public 

right of way and runs from Ferring 

Village to the church of St Mary’s in Goring and is roughly a mile long with beautiful Holm Oak trees. The children 

are always excited by this lovely area. They collected twigs leaves fir cones, made bark rubbings from the trees, 

looked for animal prints, and wildlife and also a little tree hugging. 

 

 

Calling New Committee Members………. 

We are currently looking for new members to join our 

committee, please contact us if you would like to get involved.  
 

 

Sandy and the Team. 


